Lesson Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Alphabet Painting

Length: Four Classes

	Course Name
	Art 
	Grade Level
	Kindergarten (full-day)


	Enduring Understanding (s):

(Statements summarizing important idea(s) and core process(es) that are central to an art topic and have lasting value beyond the classroom. They synthesize what students should understand—not just know or do—as a result of studying a particular area of art. Moreover, they articulate what students should “revisit” over the course of their lifetimes in relationship to art. These statements link two or more concepts.)

	Prepared Graduate Competency (ies):

(List, in bullet form, which Prepared Graduate Level Competency [ies] will be addressed in this lesson as it [they] relate [s] to the enduring understanding [s].)



	Words, letters, and literacy can be used in personal and famous works of art to express an artist’s intended meaning. 

Experimenting with various artistic mediums, materials, and processes can inform and improve your future artworks and your artistic ideas. 


	Analyze, interpret, and make meaning of art and design critically using oral and written discourse.

Recognize, interpret, and validate that the creative process builds on the development of ideas through a process of inquiry, discovery, and research

Develop and build appropriate mastery in art-making skills using traditional and new technologies and an understanding of the characteristics and expressive features of art and design.

Explain, compare and justify that the visual arts are connected to other disciplines, the other art forms, social activities, amass media, and careers in art and non-art related arenas

Transfer the value of visual arts to lifelong learning and the human experience.



	Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets: Student will be able to... (Measurable)

(Aligned to: Bloom’s-Standards-GLEs/ and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  Should be written as: Objective. Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____. Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology)

	1. Students will be able to create an experimental painting with oil pastels and watercolors. (Creating; Create; Create two and three dimensional work of art based on personal relevance)

2. Students will be able to create a final ABC painting by writing every letter of the alphabet in oil pastel and painting all the white space of the paper with watercolors. (Creating; Create; Create two and three dimensional work of art based on personal relevance; literacy)

3. Students will be able to mix colors with both watercolors and oil pastels and apply them to their experimental painting and apply their findings from their experimental painting to their final ABC painting. (Applying/Analyzing; Comprehend; Artists and viewers recognize characteristics and expressive features within works of art)

4. Students will be able to explain and describe how letters can be used in a painting and in famous works of art. (Understanding; Transfer; Artists and viewers contribute and connect to their communities; literacy)




	Pre-Assessment: (Hint-Turn objectives into questions.)

(This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/objectives of the lesson.  Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.

	1. Can students create an experimental painting with oil pastels and watercolors? 
2. Can students create a final ABC painting by writing every letter of the alphabet in oil pastel and painting all the white space of the paper with watercolors? 

3. Can students mix colors with both watercolors and oil pastels and apply them to their experimental painting and apply their findings from their experimental painting to their final ABC painting?

4. Can students explain and describe how letters can be used in a painting and in famous words of art and not just in their classroom?
Before starting this lesson students had to make their names out of clay. They also had to write their names on the back of other artworks. We could assess if students were ready to create a painting by writing the alphabet because we saw that nearly all of them could easily write their names. We also touched base with the kindergarten teachers and asked how most of them were doing with writing the alphabet. The teacher said most of them could write nearly all the letters. We also knew that they had enough motor skills to hold and control oil pastels and paintbrushes because they could hold pencils and make clay coils and roll balls with their hands.


	Accommodations and modifications:  

(Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives. The curriculum does not change; access, process and product are reconsidered. NOT about doing more or less.)

	· There will be a large alphabet on the SmartBoard for students to look at and the alphabet will be printed on sheets at each table. 

· Students who cannot write out the alphabet on their own will be given a paper folded into 26 sections for each letter. This will help them organize their letters so they can more easily order them and write them correctly. The first thing we will have students do in class is write their name on the back of their paper, and by watching the students we can re-assess which ones may need this accommodation.

· For students that are really struggling to write their alphabet (there may be only one or two students, but at this point in the year they should be able to do it) they will be encouraged to just draw their first letter of their name large on their paper and decorate it. 

·  If students finish writing their alphabet fast and correctly they will be encouraged to add more details and to make their letters even more interesting and beautiful. They will be encouraged to do more color mixing like in their experiments they had created before.  




	Vocabulary/Literacy Integration:

(List terms specific to the topic and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson.) 

	Students will get practice writing their alphabet within this lesson. They will observe how letters are used in other artworks that artists have created, such as Jasper Johns, and will then get to create their own artwork with the alphabet in it. They will see how letters and the alphabet can actually be used in other ways, in other school subjects, and in art. 

Throughout the lesson students will be asked to write their names on the back of their artwork which will help them practice writing. They will also be verbally describing answers to questions we ask them as a group and individually. 




	Materials:  

(Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format.)

	· Large white drawing paper (five pieces folded into 26 sections and 17 normal unfolded) 

· Smaller experimental drawing paper 

· Oil pastels

· The alphabet printed on paper

· Watercolors/brushes/mixing trays/watercolor cups for water

· The introductory PowerPoint




	Resources:  

(List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc.)  Be specific; include title, artist, etc.  Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format.)

	- My PowerPoint I have created has images from the following URLS…

http://www.google.com/search?q=jasper+johns&safe=active&client=safari&rls=en&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=y5d7Ura5Hsb5iQK3sYC4Dg&ved=0CAkQ_AUoAQ
http://www.google.com/search?q=jasper+johns&safe=active&client=safari&rls=en&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=y5d7Ura5Hsb5iQK3sYC4Dg&ved=0CAkQ_AUoAQ#q=alphabet+paintings&rls=en&safe=active&tbm=isch

http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=animal+alphabet+song




	Preparation:  

(What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format.)

	· I will need to make sure I have enough paper ready for students to use. 

· I need to have at least five papers folded into 26 rectangles that some students may need to use to help them be more successful in writing their alphabet. The folded rectangles will act as a grid that will help them lay out their letters better. 

· I will need to print out the alphabet so students can look at it to help them write out all the letters on their paper. 




	Safety: 
(Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format.)

	· Students will be safer by sitting cross-legged on the rug with their hands to themselves and they will be reminded of this multiple times.

· Students will also be reminded to sit correctly, with their bottoms on their chairs during studio time.

· Students will also be reminded that they must only use one pastel at a time and if any fall on the floor they must pick them up so they don’t get stepped on or squished or tripped over. 




	Action to motivate/anticipatory set:  

(Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson?  What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate.  Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students.  Some ideas might include: presenting a skit, telling a story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc. 

	· Students will observe a short music video that sings the ABCs in an interesting and engaging way. It shows the letters made out of animals. I will encourage the students to sing the alphabet song along with the video if they can. The purpose of the video is to help them remember their ABCs better and to get them focused on the subject for the day. 

· Action to Motivate: I will ask the students the following questions to get them thinking about what we will be doing for the day.

· “What makes the letters in the video special and interesting.” Answer: They made the letters into colorful animals!

· “Would this video have been as fun if the letters were just normal? Do you think we are going to make just normal letters in our paintings?” Answer: No it wouldn’t have been as fun! No we won’t make just normal letter in our paintings!

· “So after seeing this video do you think it is okay to use letters and the alphabet in artwork and in art class?” Answer: Yes it is okay to use letters in artwork!




	Ideation/Inquiry: 

(Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork.)

	· Students will get to experiment with their oil pastels and watercolors before using them on their final projects. This will help them have more ideas when it comes to drawing and painting with those same materials on their final painting. 

· On the day that we start using oil pastels to draw the letters, I will ask them what we did last class and what we learned about oil pastels and watercolor. Answer: “We experimented with making colors with oil pastels and watercolors! We learned that the watercolor does not cover the pastel all the way and the pastel shows through the paint!” 

· Students will observe the PowerPoint, which has multiple images on it from various artists that will give them some ideas on how other artists use the alphabet in their works. I will ask questions during the PowerPoint such as “how did this artist make their letters interesting?” and “how big did this artist draw their letters, and is it more interesting that they are bigger and take up a lot of the page?” and “So after seeing these images, can you tell if professional artists use letters and literacy in their paintings?” These questions will get them thinking about what they could potentially do in their work.




	Procedures:  (Align with instructional methodologies and approximate times for instruction.)

Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of how you will present the lesson logically and sequentially (include approximate time for each activity).  Include motivation and ideation/inquiry where appropriate.)

	Day 1:
Oil Pastel Experimentation Day

1.) Skills: Students will be given a sheet of paper that they can experiment with watercolor and oil pastels on. On this day they will only experiment with oil pastels and with color mixing.

2.) Demonstration: Students will observe a demonstration on how they can make skinny lines with oil pastels, but also larger shapes of color. In the demonstration they will be shown how mixing different colored pastels makes brand new colors.

3.) Students will then get their own experimentation sheet of paper and they can experiment with their oil pastels. They will be encouraged to make skinny lines and also larger shapes of color. They also will be encouraged to make all new colors throughout the whole experimentation process. 

4.) As the teacher walks around they can ask students questions like “If you could name that color you created, what would you name it?” “How did you make that color?” “What emotion could that color show?” 

5.) Students will also be reminded that they should leave some white on their paper because they will put watercolor over it later.

6.) If students finish early they can draw with oil pastels on another sheet of paper and they may take it home. 

7.) Students will put away their oil pastels, and the teacher will collect their experimentation sheets. 



	Day 2:
Watercolor/ Oil Pastel Experimentation Day

1.) Students will finish their experimentations.

2.) They will sit down and receive their sheets that they drew on with oil pastels from last time.

3.) Inquiry: I will ask them what we did last class, and what they learned about pastels.

4.) I will then ask them what they think will happen when they cover their pastel with watercolors.

5.) Skills: I will tell them that they are required to cover all the white space on their sheets as well. They are also required to explore their colors and color mix as much as they can! Their challenge is not to use many colors straight from the tray! 

6.) I will pick quiet tables to get a watercolor tray, mixing tray, and brush. 

7.) If they finish early they may free play on the carpet. 




	Day 3:

Introduction to their ABCs Painting Day

· Students will walk in and sit criss-cross applesauce on the rug. 
· Exposition/Lecture: (8 minutes) Students will observe a PowerPoint introducing their assignment.

· Students will observe a short music video (within the PPT) that sings the ABCs in an interesting and engaging way. It shows the letters made out of animals. I will encourage the students to sing the alphabet song along with the video if they can. The purpose of the video is to help them remember their ABCs better and to get them focused on the subject for the day. 

· Action to Motivate: I will ask the students the following questions to get them thinking about what we will be doing for the day.

· “What makes the letters in the video special and interesting.” Answer: They made the letters into colorful animals!

· “Would this video have been as fun if the letters were just normal? Do you think we are going to make just normal letters in our paintings?” Answer: No it wouldn’t have been as fun! No we won’t make just normal letter in our paintings!

· “So after seeing this video do you think it is okay to use letters and the alphabet in artwork and in art class?” Answer: Yes it is okay to use letters in artwork!

· Students will observe the PowerPoint, which has multiple images on it from various artists that will give them some ideas on how other artists use the alphabet in their works. I will ask questions during the PowerPoint such as “how did this artist make their letters interesting?” and “how big did this artist draw their letters, and is it more interesting that they are bigger and take up a lot of the page?” These questions will get them thinking about what they could potentially do in their work. “So after seeing these images, can you tell if professional artists use letters and literacy in their paintings?”
· (1 minute) After the PowerPoint I will ask them what we did last class and what we learned about oil pastels and watercolor. Answer: “We experimented with making colors with oil pastels and watercolors! We learned that the watercolor does not cover the pastel all the way and the pastel shows through the paint!” 

· I will tell them that each of them will be drawing their own alphabet on a piece of paper with oil pastel and then painting it. I will make sure to tell them that we will only be using oil pastels today and they will use watercolors next time.

· I will dismiss them back to their seats and I will tell them I will bring the quietest tables paper and oil pastels.

· (35 minutes or so) The rest of the class time will be work time. 

· Skills: They will first write their names on the back of the paper, and then I will pass around the alphabet on printed sheets of paper. They will also be told that the alphabet is shown big up on the board. 

· If they finish early they may put their pastels away and free play on the rug.



	Day 4: 

Work Day on ABC Painting 

1.) Students will add watercolor to their pastel alphabet drawings during this class.

2.) Skills: They will be required and consistently reminded to cover their whole drawing and to cover all the white of the paper. If they want white in their painting they will be told they can use a white oil pastel to draw it in.  

3.) They will first start out by looking at the experiments they completed before. They will be asked “how did we experiments with oil pastels and watercolor before? What did we learn from painting over the pastels?”

4.) We will talk about they must cover all of the white on their paper and if they want white they can draw it with an oil pastel. They also must mix many of their colors they use to paint with.



	

	


	Student reflective/inquiry activity:  

(Sample questions and activities [i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview] intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and grade level expectations of the lesson.)

	Students will participate in a gallery walk. We will walk around the room looking at everyone’s artworks closely. Then we will sit on the carpet and discuss the differences and similarities between the ABC paintings. We will also discuss how they can use literacy, words and letters in future artworks and how they think artists use it now and how they used it. 




	Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  

(Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan?)  
	Post-Assessment Instrument:

(How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? Rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc.)

	1. Have students created an experimental painting with oil pastels and watercolors? 
2. Have students created a final ABC painting by writing every letter of the alphabet in oil pastel and painting all the white space of the paper with watercolors? 

3. Have students mixed colors with both watercolors and oil pastels and applied them to their experimental painting and applied their findings from their experimental painting to their final ABC painting?

4. Have students explained and described how letters can be used in a painting and in famous words of art and not just in their classroom?

	Students will be checked off on the following things. They will receive a number (1 – 4) for each category.

· Were they able to write every letter of the alphabet on their paper? 

· Were they able to cover all the white of their paper with oil pastel or watercolors?

· Were they able to create new mixed colors with both mediums? 


	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	Overall I really enjoyed teaching this lesson. The students were able to connect with the subject because they have been learning about the alphabet and their letters all semester and they seemed excited to show that they knew how to write all of the letters. They were focused each class because I broke up the days by using different mediums each day. The first day they used oil pastels and the second day they used watercolors. I think this separation caused them to take more time each day and not to rush onto the next medium. I was pleased with how colorful and how much movement was included in nearly all of the works! If I were to teach this lesson again I would give each student a gridded sheet of paper that they could write their alphabet on. I had some gridded sheets available but it was hard to determine who really needed one or not. Gridding the paper would help teach them how to organize colors and shapes and lines in their future artworks. I think it could help with their hand eye coordination as well because they would have to fill in each of the boxes with watercolor and an oil pastel letter. This being said, I did enjoy the freedom that the students had and some of the compositions that they created. They were all very different and each was very unique which I thought was a real positive of the lesson. I think it was also great practice for the kids to write the whole alphabet. They showed growth from their initial marks on the paper to the end of the assignment. They were all very stiff and organized at the beginning when they first drew their alphabets, but as they added more pastel and more watercolors they became much looser and more visually interesting. I think this shows how they began to understand that letters could be used in artwork and in their own paintings in a successful and beautiful way. Their experimental paintings they created before their final painting help show how students grew throughout this assignment as well. The pre-paintings were not as finished and they were not as strong of a composition because they were not sure how the materials worked together. Because they had previous knowledge of how the mediums worked before starting their alphabet paintings, their final work was much more interesting and it seemed more purposeful and finished. 




