Lesson Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ “Imitating Illustrators”

Length: Three Days

	Course Name
	Painting
	Grade Level
	10th, 11th, 12th


	Enduring Understanding (s):

(Statements summarizing important idea(s) and core process(es) that are central to an art topic and have lasting value beyond the classroom. They synthesize what students should understand—not just know or do—as a result of studying a particular area of art. Moreover, they articulate what students should “revisit” over the course of their lifetimes in relationship to art. These statements link two or more concepts.)

	Prepared Graduate Competency (ies):

(List, in bullet form, which Prepared Graduate Level Competency [ies] will be addressed in this lesson as it [they] relate [s] to the enduring understanding [s].)



	- Visual arts provide an ability to discern the underlying intended and unintended purposes of art. 
- Artists seek to represent and interpret concepts through a range of styles and approaches. 
- Materials, methods and techniques are used by an artist to communicate meaning. 
	- Make informed critical evaluations of visual and material culture, information, and technologies

- Develop and build appropriate mastery in art-making skills using traditional and new technologies and an understanding of the characteristics and expressive features of art and design
- Recognize, interpret, and validate that the creative process builds on the development of ideas through a process of inquiry, discovery, and research

- Recognize, compare, and affirm that the making and study of art and design can be approached from a variety of viewpoints, intelligences, and perspectives
- Explain, compare and justify that the visual arts are connected together disciplines, the other art forms, social activities, mass media, and careers in art and non-art related arenas

- Recognize, articulate, and implement critical thinking in the visual arts by synthesizing, evaluating, and analyzing visual information. 

- Transfer the value of visual arts to lifelong learning and the human experience.



	Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets: Student will be able to... (Measurable)

(Aligned to: Bloom’s-Standards-GLEs/ and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  Should be written as: Objective. Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____. Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology)

	1. Students will be able to describe and explain what identifies a chosen artist’s illustrative style. (Understanding; Comprehend; Visual art has inherent characteristics and expressive features; Technology)
2. Students will be able to create a watercolor painting that imitates an illustrator’s style and composition. (Creating; Create; Assess and produce art with various materials and methods)

3. Students will be able to debate and describe why their painting imitates and reflects a chosen illustrator’s style. (Analyze; Reflect; A personal philosophy of art is accomplished through use of sophisticated language and studio art processes; literacy) 

4. Students will be able to effectively identify and employ the watercolor, drawing, and other techniques their illustrator uses to their own painting. (Applying/Analyzing; Create; Make judgments from visual messages)  

5. Students will be able to explain how an illustrator shows emotions, time, a narrative and mood through their use of colors, lines, and exaggeration of forms. (Understanding; Transfer; Communication through advanced visual methods is a necessary skill in everyday life; literacy)



	Pre-Assessment: (Hint-Turn objectives into questions.)

(This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/objectives of the lesson.  Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.

	1.Are students able to observe various illustrator’s painted works, and be able to describe and explain what identifies that artist’s illustrative style?

2. Are students able to create a watercolor painting that imitates an illustrator’s style and composition?

3. Are students able to debate and describe why their painting imitates and reflects a chosen illustrator’s style? 

4. Are students able to effectively identify and employ the watercolor, drawing, and other techniques their illustrator uses to their own painting? 

5. Are students able to explain how an illustrator shows emotions, time, a narrative and mood through their use of colors, lines, and exaggeration of forms?
At the beginning of the semester students demonstrated many of their painting abilities and skills to us in an experimental and non-objective acrylic painting. Students also completed previous to this assignment, an experimental watercolor painting using many different watercolor techniques. We also had a discussion previously about bringing in children’s book for an assignment and if they liked the subject and if they could identify what the illustrators styles were, very briefly. These various long and short activities and discussions helped me assess where my students were ability wise for this assignment. They are where they need to be imitating a style and reflecting upon it, and learning about their own abilities and style. 




	Accommodations and modifications:  

(Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives. The curriculum does not change; access, process and product are reconsidered. NOT about doing more or less.)

	- Some students will be allowed to use tracing paper to help them imitate their illustrator’s style. They may trace some of the forms to help them better imitate and utilize their artist’s style. 

- The students that need more of a challenge may alter their illustrator’s style even further. I will go to them and encourage them to really push themselves to not copy their illustrators work exactly but find the essence of their style and imitate that. 




	Vocabulary/Literacy Integration:

(List terms specific to the topic and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson.) 

	- Artist’s style

- Mood/tone

- Illustrative

- Exaggeration

- Unity

- Repetition

- Line quality 

The above words are ones that students will come to understand and utilize well by the end of the lesson. Students will use literacy multiple times during the lesson. Students will write in a group setting, and discuss, their answers to question on a PowerPoint about various illustrative works. They will also write about different illustrator’s styles and processes. Students will also verbally and in a written form reflect upon their project, what they learned, and their grade for their painting. 




	Materials:  

(Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format.)

	· watercolors

· watercolor brushes

· pencils

· black pens

· watercolor colored pencils 

· chalk pastels

· tape

· salt

· watercolor paper

· children’s books/watercolor illustrations 




	Resources:  

(List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc.)  Be specific; include title, artist, etc.  Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format.)

	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Burton
http://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=tim+burton&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8

http://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=tim+burton+characters&oe=UTF-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hl=en&tbm=isch&source=og&sa=N&tab=wi&authuser=0&ei=zV0wUrfHKcfniALH44HIDg&biw=1145&bih=621&sei=0F0wUrz3J43ligKL1YGICw

http://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=tim+burton+characters&oe=UTF-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hl=en&tbm=isch&source=og&sa=N&tab=wi&authuser=0&ei=zV0wUrfHKcfniALH44HIDg&biw=1145&bih=621&sei=0F0wUrz3J43ligKL1YGICw#authuser=0&hl=en&q=tim+burton+illustrations&rls=en&tbm=isch&um=1

http://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=tim+burton+characters&oe=UTF-8&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hl=en&tbm=isch&source=og&sa=N&tab=wi&authuser=0&ei=zV0wUrfHKcfniALH44HIDg&biw=1145&bih=621&sei=0F0wUrz3J43ligKL1YGICw#authuser=0&hl=en&q=famous+children's+book+illustrations&rls=en&tbm=isch&um=1




	Preparation:  

(What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format.)

	- I will bring in as many of my own children’s books that have watercolor illustrations within them as possible so students that forget to bring in their own may use mine. I will also write down all the names of the books I bring in so students may check them out from me and I will write it down when they borrow them.

- I will put out all of the main materials for the day such as illustration books, brushes, watercolors, pens, pencils, colored pencils, and water cups. 

- I will put out cut pieces of watercolor paper for the students, and the cutting for the paper will need to be done ahead of time as well. 

- Have 44 copies of “Inquiries About Your Illustrator” printed. Each student will need two to fill out, one for each illustrator. 




	Safety: 
(Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format.)

	There are no hazardous or dangerous materials used within this lesson. As always students will be expected to be respectful to me as well as one another. This helps avoid any conflicts or problems that could potentially be dangerous. 




	Action to motivate/anticipatory set:  

(Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson?  What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate.  Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students.  Some ideas might include: presenting a skit, telling a story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc. 

	Students will participate and observe in a powerpoint at the beginning of class. There will be many different forms of questions and many images that will peak their interest in the assignment and subject. At the beginning of the presentation I will ask them what their favorite books were to read as a child, and to discuss that with their neighbors. They will also talk about what they remember most about those books. 




	Ideation/Inquiry: 

(Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork.)

	· Students will answer questions that I give them on the PowerPoint in small groups, and then discuss their answers with the class. They will then answer the same questions on their own about two illustrators. (Questions answered in the large group, and then individually - 1.) What watercolors techniques does this illustrator use? 2.) How does this illustrator show emotion, time of day, a narrative, and mood? 3.) How does this illustrator exaggerate elements from life? How do these exaggerations aid in the style of the artist and their intended meaning of the image? 4.) What identifies this illustrator’s artistic style? (Hint: Think about the elements and principles of design and how they use these!) 
· Students will get to look through various children’s books and other watercolor illustrators to find one that interests them, after being stimulated and questioned during the presentation.

Inquiry questions: Why do we tell stories through our artwork? Is imitating existing images and artworks necessary for artists? How can including images from life or a reference help convey the message you desire? Why is it important for artists to develop a specific style? Is it necessary? Can it change? Why do you think the most famous and well-known illustrators are so widely known and loved? What makes their illustrations special and universal? What characteristics and expressive features make an artist’s illustrations unique? Is simplicity or detail more important in children’s book illustrations? How do illustrators tell a story through their images? Would illustrations still be interesting and still get the point across, if there was no story accompany it? Would the story survive without the illustrations? When does this happen, and when does it work well and when does it not work well?  Is text ever incorporated effectively into the illustration? 




	Procedures:  (Align with instructional methodologies and approximate times for instruction.)

Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of how you will present the lesson logically and sequentially (include approximate time for each activity).  Include motivation and ideation/inquiry where appropriate.)

	Day 1:
(10:05 am – 11:30)
1. Exposition/Lecture: (30 minutes) I will give a PowerPoint presentation over our lesson, “Imitating Illustrators.” The purpose of the PowerPoint is to introduce the students the concepts of an artist’s style, and what composes that style. The presentation will also help them build on the previous assignment of experimenting with various watercolor techniques within a painting, because they can apply the knowledge they learned in the first lesson to this one, and they will be able to see various techniques within the illustrator’s works. It is also to get them excited and thinking about illustrators and illustrations. 

2. I will give the presentation being very energetic and animated throughout the first few slides. I will have students discuss what their favorite books were as a child and why, and what they remember about them most vividly. Then I will explain the next three slides that explain what we are doing for the day and why we are doing it. Then I will show them an example of an artist who uses watercolor illustrations within his work, Tim Burton. I will show them the slide that tells some basic facts about him and then some images of his artwork. Then students will use one image of one of his watercolor illustrations to answer some questions within their table groups. If there are some students working at a table by themselves I will move them over to another table at that time.

3. Cooperative Learning: Students will then, as a group, answer the questions on the PowerPoint. I will choose certain groups to call on or have them volunteer for each question because it will take too long if they all answer each question. 

4. Concept: (30 mins – on for some students) When each question has been answered and discussed I will have them go and get their two illustrators and answer the same questions about them in their sketchbook. They will use the answers to help them imitate their artists later. Students were supposed to bring in their own illustrators but some may have forgotten so we have classroom books with watercolor illustrations so they may check those out too if need be. 

5. (last twenty mins if they get the questions answered) If students successfully pick their two artists and finish their questions, they may choose an image to start imitating. If they start imitating them I will give them the option of using tracing paper to draw out the correct structure first, so they can focus on the watercolor techniques. Students will then paint an image the three different styles on three different sheets of watercolor paper. 

6. Students will return the books if they borrowed them and put away their sketchbooks.



	Day 2:

1. Students will be reminded on the assignment and the goals for the day. The learning targets will be written on the board. First priority is to finish answering the questions about their artist, and second is to get started imitating an image of their illustrators on watercolor paper.

2. Demonstration/Skills: Students will be shown how to trace their image if they feel they need that accommodation, and they will then have the rest of the class period to work on the assignment. 

3. Students will clean up with five minutes left in class. 




	Day 3:
1. Skills: At the beginning of class students will be reminded of the objectives for the day. Students will then have the rest of the time to work on their paintings. 

2. I will assess throughout the class if this will be the last day for students to work on imitating their illustrators. Hopefully during this work day students will come close to finishing their painting. If they finish one painting early, they can do another imitation with the other artist they answered questions about. 

3. At the end of class I will assess if students need another work day, and if they do not we will have the critique the next day. 



	Day 4:

1.) Students will participate in a group critique and a self-assessment. (see end of lesson plan for self-assessment).

2.) Inquiry/Discussion/Critique: Students will all participate in a group critique. Students will pin their image up on the board and we will have a group discussion about the work. They will also pin up an image of the illustration they worked off of next to their painting they created. Students will each have slips of paper that they will pin next to certain artworks. The slips will say “style,” “mood,” narrative,” “eye-catching,” and “exaggeration.” Students will put “style” by the one that they think emulates the original illustrator’s style the best. Students will put “mood” by the one that emulates the illustrator’s original mood the best. Students will put “narrative” by the one that clearly shows a narrative and emotion within the image. Students will put “eye-catching” by the one that is very engaging and is interesting to them. Students will put “exaggeration” by the one that exaggerates elements from life extremely well, and the exaggeration aids in the narrative of the piece. We will then compare contrast and discuss which ones emulated the artist’s style the best and evoked the same emotions and feel, and talk about why certain paintings got more slips of paper than others. Students will be called upon to answer questions, and to aid in the discussions. 

3.) Students will then fill out their self-assessment on their own work, and turn in both their work and paper. 



	

	


	Student reflective/inquiry activity:  

(Sample questions and activities [i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview] intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and grade level expectations of the lesson.)

	1.) Inquiry/Discussion/Critique: Students will all participate in a group critique. Students will pin their image up on the board and we will have a group discussion about the work. They will also pin up an image of the illustration they worked off of next to their painting they created. Students will each have slips of paper that they will pin next to certain artworks. The slips will say “style,” “mood,” narrative,” “eye-catching,” and “exaggeration.” Students will put “style” by the one that they think emulates the original illustrator’s style the best. Students will put “mood” by the one that emulates the illustrator’s original mood the best. Students will put “narrative” by the one that clearly shows a narrative and emotion within the image. Students will put “eye-catching” by the one that is very engaging and is interesting to them. Students will put “exaggeration” by the one that exaggerates elements from life extremely well, and the exaggeration aids in the narrative of the piece. We will then compare contrast and discuss which ones emulated the artist’s style the best and evoked the same emotions and feel, and talk about why certain paintings got more slips of paper than others. Students will be called upon to answer questions, and to aid in the discussions. 




	Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  

(Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan?)  
	Post-Assessment Instrument:

(How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? Rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc.)

	1.Are students abl to describe and explain what identifies a specific artist’s illustrative style?

2. Are students able to create a watercolor painting that imitates an illustrator’s style and composition?

3. Are students able to debate and describe why their painting imitates and reflects a chosen illustrator’s style? 

4. Are students able to effectively identify and employ the watercolor, drawing, and other techniques their illustrator uses to their own painting? 

5. Are students able to explain how an illustrator shows emotions, time, a narrative and mood through their use of colors, lines, and exaggeration of forms?

	Students will self-assess themselves using the attached grading categories below. After the students have graded their work, I will adjust the grade where necessary. The self-assessment is at the end of the lesson plan. 


	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	I think that the students were very engaged during nearly the whole lesson, because almost all of them could make a very personal connection with the topic. Because most of them grew up seeing illustrations, they were much more engaged with the topic and images shown as examples. They seemed to also be really excited when they looked through all the books we brought in. I was somewhat surprised that they were so engaged, because I thought some of them would think the topic was “un-cool” but none of them complained! I think that this lesson also gave them confidence as artists, because they created something that imitated a professional artist’s work, so their work looked professional as well. 

Students achieved the objectives I created for this lesson. They demonstrated their knowledge and growth through various forms of reflection. They were questioned before and after they started the lesson about the artist’s style they chose, which helped solidify the information for them. At the beginning they chose two illustrators and they identified their styles then they chose one of those to imitate off of the questions they answered. At the end of the lesson they participated in a group critique and they all discussed the different styles and watercolor techniques they used. When I graded the illustrations students’ identification of style was accurate and they imitated the illustrations successfully. 

If I were to teach this lesson again I would teach most of it the same but I think I would encourage more students to imitate the illustrator’s style and not just the exact image from the book they chose. Many of the students who had the capability to do so, chose not to. Also I said that they could trace the image because I did not want them to spend half their time in class drawing the image. Next time I think if I allow them to trace the image they have to do at least two different illustrations with very different watercolor techniques, so they try out more painting techniques. I think that changing these two requirements would really help the students achieve the objectives more successfully, and they would be challenged even further. 

For the lesson after this students will apply their knowledge of various illustrative styles and watercolor techniques to make an original illustration. They will illustrate a writing prompt that they create in their sketchbooks over a dream, nightmare, childhood memory, or daydream that they have had. They will be introduced to the concepts of alteration and engaging points of view to create an interesting and balanced composition. They will write and reflect about their style of the image they create and what narrative their image creates in their viewer’s mind.  




Imitating Illustrators  
Self Evaluation 

Please describe and explain your point values you give yourself in each section. Be specific in your answers.

Technical Skills Did you create a well-painted watercolor illustration? Were you able to show the same highlights and shadows, forms, lines, and shapes of the illustrator’s work with the color mixing you did and watercolor techniques you did? Do your brush strokes and colors mesh well together and look like the illustrator’s style of painting? ____/25pts.
Craftsmanship Did you create a high quality, neat and clean, well-crafted design? Is your overall composition of your painting unified and interesting to observe? Is there unity with the application of your paint, color, brushstrokes, other media, and layout of the images? ____/25pts.
Creativity Did you choose an interesting and challenging image for you to imitate? Did you challenge yourself to create a near replication of your illustrator’s work? Does the final painting evoke the same emotion, message, and feel that the original illustrator did? you wanted?____/25pts.

Effort and Attitude Were you consistently on task in class, prepared, and ready to learn with a positive attitude? Did you participate when asked to? Did you find creative solutions to your problems you encountered during your work time instead of giving up? Did you become invested in your painting and have fun? ____/25pts.

Total pts. _____ /100pts.
