Lesson Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Watercolor Techniques Experimental Painting 
Length: 2 days

	Course Name
	Painting
	Grade Level
	10th, 11th, 12th 


	Enduring Understanding (s):

(Statements summarizing important idea(s) and core process(es) that are central to an art topic and have lasting value beyond the classroom. They synthesize what students should understand—not just know or do—as a result of studying a particular area of art. Moreover, they articulate what students should “revisit” over the course of their lifetimes in relationship to art. These statements link two or more concepts.)

	Prepared Graduate Competency (ies):

(List, in bullet form, which Prepared Graduate Level Competency [ies] will be addressed in this lesson as it [they] relate [s] to the enduring understanding [s].)



	Experimentation and process are key concepts that help an artist discover new ideas and various artistic pathways for their own work. 


	Create: 
Develop and build appropriate mastery in art-making skills using traditional and new techniques and an understanding of the characteristics and expressive features of art and design. 
Recognize, interpret, and validate that the creative process builds on the development of ideas through a process of inquiry, discovery, and research 
Comprehend: 
Make informed critical evaluations of visual and material culture, information and technologies



	Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets: Student will be able to... (Measurable)

(Aligned to: Bloom’s-Standards-GLEs/ and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  Should be written as: Objective. Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____. Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology)

	1.) Students will be able to observe a demonstration on creating the 16 different watercolors techniques and experiment with creating each of them in their sketchbooks. (Creating; Create; Demonstrate competency in traditional and new art media, and apply appropriate and available technology to express ideas.) 
2.) Students will be able to create a watercolor painting utilizing the 16 different watercolor techniques. (Creating; Create; Assess and produce art with various materials and methods)
3.) Students will be able to unify the various techniques within their painting to create a successful composition. (Applying; Comprehend; visual art has inherent characteristics and expressive features)
4.) Students will be able to describe the various characteristics and expressive features of art and design they applied to create unified and interesting watercolor painting. (Understanding; Comprehend; visual art has inherent characteristics and expressive features; literacy)



	Pre-Assessment: (Hint-Turn objectives into questions.)

(This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/objectives of the lesson.  Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.

	1.) Can students observe a demonstration on creating the 16 different watercolors techniques and experiment with creating each of them in their sketchbooks?

2.) Can students create a watercolor painting utilizing the 16 different watercolor techniques?

3.) Can students unify the various techniques within their painting to create a successful composition?

4.) Can students describe the various characteristics and expressive features of art and design they applied to create unified and interesting watercolor painting? 
The students had previously created an experimental acrylic painting and they did great on that and were comfortable with that concept so I knew they would be even more successful with this experimentation. They also had practice reflecting about similar questions before both in a written and verbal form. I also asked them in the beginning of the semester if the would be interesting in doing watercolors and illustrations and they were all very interested.




	Accommodations and modifications:  

(Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives. The curriculum does not change; access, process and product are reconsidered. NOT about doing more or less.)

	Students who are struggling with the assignment (I only have one student who may need this accommodation) may be allowed to just create the techniques on a separate sheet of paper sectioned off if they are having trouble. If they don’t need this but are struggling to unify their work I will encourage them to practice in their sketchbooks first and then start on a smaller sheet of paper if they would like. I will encourage higher achieving students to paint something that they are interested in exploring in their work, and not make it as random. 




	Vocabulary/Literacy Integration:

(List terms specific to the topic and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson.) 

	· Unification

· Characteristics and expressive features of art and design

· 16 watercolor techniques




	Materials:  

(Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format.)

	· Watercolors/paintbrushes

· Rubbing alcohol

· Plastic wrap

· Tape

· Watercups

· Mixing trays

· Crayons/oil pastels

· Paper


	Resources:  

(List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc.)  Be specific; include title, artist, etc.  Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format.)

	www.pinterest.com (search Brooke Stanke and my pages will come up)


	Preparation:  

(What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format.)

	· Put a bin together for each table (7) of a salt shaker, tape roll, bits of plastic wrap, bottle of rubber cement, a few oil pastels and crayons, small bottle of rubbing alcohol

· Fold paper for demonstration into 16 sections and label each section

· Prepare Pinterest page with various images of experimental works

· Print out reflection sheets 




	Safety: 
(Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format.)

	I will not make an announcement but I will be watching to see if anyone takes any of the materials in the bins. If I see something questionable I will address it to the class but only if it is a problem. 




	Action to motivate/anticipatory set:  

(Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson?  What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate.  Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students.  Some ideas might include: presenting a skit, telling a story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc. 

	Why do artists experiment and try new techniques when they may already have discovered their “style”? If there are no representational elements in a work of art, only form and color, what can the image communicate to its viewer? Are abstract works interesting to look at and engaging for the viewer or not? What are some examples? How can unity be created in a work of art that utilizes many different types of painting styles and techniques? Should a painting be completely planned out before the artist starts it? 
If they are not talking much then I will have them answer the questions as table groups. Tell them that those questions were to help them prepare for the ideas and concepts they will be dealing with today in class.

After their discussion I will show them my Pinterest Board of experimental artworks and artworks based on process. This is just to get them inspired and  motivated and to show them that what they will be doing, professional artists do too. 
I will have them quick turn to a partner and tell them why they think experimenting is beneficial and exciting or not, and why.



	Ideation/Inquiry: 

(Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork.)

	Why do artists experiment and try new techniques when they may already have discovered their “style”? If there are no representational elements in a work of art, only form and color, what can the image communicate to its viewer? Are abstract works interesting to look at and engaging for the viewer or not? What are some examples? How can unity be created in a work of art that utilizes many different types of painting styles and techniques? Should a painting be completely planned out before the artist starts it? 
If they are not talking much then I will have them answer the questions as table groups. Tell them that those questions were to help them prepare for the ideas and concepts they will be dealing with today in class.




	Procedures:  (Align with instructional methodologies and approximate times for instruction.)

Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of how you will present the lesson logically and sequentially (include approximate time for each activity).  Include motivation and ideation/inquiry where appropriate.)

	Day 1:
1. Concept/Inquiry: Once the class is all seated I will tell them we will be starting our new unit today on watercolors and illustrators and illustrations. I will start out the class by asking the following inquiry questions. 

Why do artists experiment and try new techniques when they may already have discovered their “style”? If there are no representational elements in a work of art, only form and color, what can the image communicate to its viewer? Are abstract works interesting to look at and engaging for the viewer or not? What are some examples? How can unity be created in a work of art that utilizes many different types of painting styles and techniques? Should a painting be completely planned out before the artist starts it? 

If they are not talking much then I will have them answer the questions as table groups. Tell them that those questions were to help them prepare for the ideas and concepts they will be dealing with today in class. After their discussion I will show them my Pinterest Board of experimental artworks and artworks based on process. This is just to get them inspired and  motivated and to show them that what they will be doing, professional artists do too. I will have them quick turn to a partner and tell them why they think experimenting is beneficial and exciting or not, and why. 

2. Demonstration: I will then demonstrate each of the watercolor techniques underneath the document camera so they all can see. I will have a large piece of paper folded into at least 16 sections, watercolors, a brush, water, plastic wrap, salt, crayon, tape, rubber cement, a sponge, and rubbing alcohol at my station. I will then show them a sampling of each style of painting. Most are self-explanatory but I have include a description of the ones that are not below.

              Rubbing Alcohol: When the paint is almost dry, drip a few drops of it onto the paint. It will make an interesting circular design.

              Crayon Resist: Put crayons or oil pastels down on your paper first then color over them with watercolors.

             Tape: Put tape down and cover with paint, then peel up. 

              Rubber Cement: put rubber cement down first, and let dry (do this ahead of time) and then paint over and then peel off. Leaves the white of the paper. 

              Plastic Wrap: Lay plastic wrap down on very wet paper and then peel up after about five minutes. It leaves a stained glass-like pattern.

3. Once I have completed the demo I will ask for any questions. I will tell them that they have total freedom to make representational or non-representational works. All they have to do is experiment and invent a creative unified composition using all the 16 watercolor techniques. I will then pass out the below half sheet to each student and they will paste it in their sketchbooks. This will remind them what they be assessed on.

Name: 

Please Check each technique you used in your painting (2pts each)

Watercolor Techniques

1. Flat wash

2. Wet-in-wet

3. Wet on dry

4. Graded wash

5. Dry brush

6. Splatter

7. Thirsty-brush/erase

8. Salt

9. Crayon resist

10.  Tape 

11.  rubber cement/frisket

12.  plastic wrap

13.  watercolor pencils

14.  pen and ink

15.  alcohol

16.  paper towel/sponge 

Please explain how you feel you successfully unified all of these watercolor techiques (4pts):

Please describe the characteristics and expressive features of art and design you used to create a unified and unique watercolor painting (6pts);

4. Skills: Then I will have them come up and grab their paper (18” x 24”) and get their own watercolors, brushes, and cups of water. The other supplies like tape and salt ect. Will be in bins at their table already. They will paint until the end of class. I will remind them that they only have two days to work on this painting so they need to make good use of their time. 
5. With five minutes left they will put their work on the drying rack and one person from each table will put their bin of watercolors away for me on the left side of the room on the cabinets by the window.



	Day 2:

1. Students will come in and they will be instructed to get their works from the drying racks and their watercolors, brushes and water.

2. I will have all the bins on the centers of the tables already for them.

3. Concept: I will welcome the class and then have them open their sketchbooks to the page where the posted their requirements for the assignment. I will have them silently read over them for a minute and then I will have them discuss at their table the various answers they came up with the questions so far. Then I will tell them that this is their last day to work so they have to get it done! I will remind them they must use every technique and it must be unified and unique.

4. Skills: The rest of the class will be work time. I will walk around to each student helping and answering questions. 

5. Discussion/Critique:With twenty minutes left in class I will have them clean up except for their artwork. They will leave that on their desk for everyone to look at. We will do a gallery walk-about I will tell them. They have to walk around to each work carefully observing it. They will be looking for ways various other ways that their peers used unification and the techniques in their works. This will hopefully help them with answering their questions about their own work. 

6. Once they have done a walk around for about 3minutes, they will sit down and fill out their sheet on their work. (I will have passed them out while they were walking around) When they are done they will paperclip it to their work and turn it in.




	

	

	

	


	Student reflective/inquiry activity:  

(Sample questions and activities [i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview] intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and grade level expectations of the lesson.)

	1. With twenty minutes left in class on the last day I will have them clean up except for their artwork. They will leave that on their desk for everyone to look at. We will do a gallery walk-about I will tell them. They have to walk around to each work carefully observing it. They will be looking for ways various other ways that their peers used unification and the techniques in their works. This will hopefully help them with answering their questions about their own work. Once they have done a walk around for about 3minutes, they will sit down and fill out their sheet on their work. (I will have passed them out while they were walking around) When they are done they will paperclip it to their work and turn it in.


	Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  

(Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan?)  
	Post-Assessment Instrument:

(How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? Rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc.)

	1.) Have students observed a demonstration on creating the 16 different watercolors techniques and experiment with creating each of them in their sketchbooks?

2.) Have students created a watercolor painting utilizing the 16 different watercolor techniques?

3.) Have students unified the various techniques within their painting to create a successful composition?

4.) Have students described the various characteristics and expressive features of art and design they applied to create unified and interesting watercolor painting? 

	This is a self-assessment that students will fill out, and then the teacher will read and alter the grade after the assessment. The text below can be printed on half sheets of paper and given to the students.

Name: 

Please Check each technique you used in your painting (2pts each)

Watercolor Techniques

17. Flat wash

18. Wet-in-wet

19. Wet on dry

20. Graded wash

21. Dry brush

22. Splatter

23. Thirsty-brush/erase

24. Salt

25. Crayon resist

26.  Tape 

27.  rubber cement/frisket

28.  plastic wrap

29.  watercolor pencils

30.  pen and ink

31.  alcohol

32.  paper towel/sponge 

Please explain how you feel you successfully unified all of these watercolor techiques (4pts):

Please describe the characteristics and expressive features of art and design you used to create a unified and unique watercolor painting (6pts);




	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	I really enjoyed this lesson and the students seemed to as well. I liked that it was short and sweet because they worked pretty efficiently and were very on task in order to finish the painting. Also they seemed a little tentative at first using the techniques but eventually they were cruising and were very comfortable with them and many could name almost all of them and where they were in their works. Next time I would focus more on how to respond to reflection questions. Many of them did not give me detailed answers or a good answer at all. 




